Suzi Briscoe
2001 Ohio Street
Quincy, IL 62301

January 25, 2019 | RE@EEVE@

FEB 04 20
Ms. Courtney R. Avery )
Administrator EALTE. FAC%W EB%&RD
Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board SERVICES REVI

525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor
Springfield, 1L 62761 - | : .

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, Illinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

I am the Administrative Assistant at the Blessing Foundation in Quincy, Illinois. T would like to express
my opposition to Quincy Medical Group’s Certificate of Need project (#18-042). :

Blessing Hospital and Quincy Medical Group have worked together successfully to provide key health
services to our community, and our community deserves a continuation of their cooperation among the
facilities. The separation of the existing surgical center is not necessary in volume nor accessibility
opportunities, as it is a duplication and would pull apart essential safeties to our community including:

o large numbers of existing Blessing Health System jobs;

e the revenue that would leave the Quincy area due to Quincy Medical Group’s business partner
(Unity Point is 40% owner) being an Iowa-based organization;-and

e alarge riegative financial impact to Blessing’s community benefit programs and safety net services
(which include inpatient behavioral medicine and trauma care, and the financial support to the
education of Bless-Rieman College of Nursing and SIU Family Medicine Residency Program).
This area desperately needs both, and Blessing Hospital has impressively and continually stepped
up and done the right thing for the community in its consideration of projects and processes to
fulfill the needs of Quincy and the surrounding arca. This is the kind of projection and
consideration our community desires and deserves. - '

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board .deny CON application:_ 18-042 for a
potentially duplicated outpatient surgery center. Thank you for your consideration.

Highest regards,

Suzi Briscoe
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Ms, Courtney R. Avery HEALTY: FACILITIES &
Administrator SERVICES REVIEW BOARD

Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor
Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Su:"gery Center in Quincy, Minois
Dear Ms. Avery:

"1 am an employee of Denman Services, Inc. which is owned by Blessing Health System and a residence of
Quincy lllinois. | oppose the Quincy Medical Group’s proposal.

The Quincy Medica! Group proposal is a duplication of an outpatient surgery center that is owned by
Blessing and managed by the Quincy Medical Group in Quincy. | have concerns with UnityPoint, Quincy
Medical Group’s Des Moines, lowa business partner being a 40 percent owner of the proposed surgery
center and a portion of the profits leaving-the Quincy area. | believe this proposal would damage our
community benefit programs and services. Much of the revenue Blessing generates from outpatient
surgery is used to fulfil its not-for-profit mission of providing Safety Net services to our region such. as
behavioral health care and trauma care. Blessing is the only health care provider in the region who offers
these critical services. It is important to our community these services stay in place. As a non-profit
healthcare provider, Blessing provides financial support to the education of healthcare professionals such
as Blessing-Rieman College of Nursing & Health Sciences and the SIU Family Medicine Residency Program
and charity care to those in need of healthcare, regardless of their ability to pay. The loss of outpatient
surgery revenue will threaten these and other community benefit programs, not to mention the loss of
approximately 400 jobs. It is in our communities’ best interest for Blessing and the Quincy Medical Group
to work together to delivery key services. They have been successful with the current outpatient surgery
center and the Cancer Center. | personally have help to raise funds for the Cancer Center. It would benefit
the community if Blessing and the Quincy Medical Group would continue to work together delivering key
health services to the community and find new ways to meet community needs.

| respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042.
Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Cynthia Haxel ) | . . B aE
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Ms. Courtney R, Avery, Administrator SERVICES REVIEW BOARD

Hiinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2% Floar
Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, (llinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

I'have worked for Blessing Health System for 32 years. Inmy prior responsibilities and in my current role
as Executive Vice President/Chief Strategy Officer, | have witnessed our volunteer Board of Trustees’
consistent financial stewardship and commitment to serve ail individuals in our region, regardless of their
ability to pay. The ability of the health system to do this requires a constant balance between thase
services that provide a margin and those much-needed critical resources that require ongoing subsidy.
One huge example is that of mental health services. Blessing Health System has always recognized the
importance of these services and has remained committed as Supported by our comprehensive mental
health service offerings, as others have exited the business in our region. As a long term Blessing Health
System team member, | was able to see firsthand the reduction in the cost of care when Blessing and the
former St. Mary Hospital merged services. Today, Blessing Health System is able to provide over six million
dollars in charity care per vear and approximately 63 million in total community benefits on an annual
basis.

Quincy Medical Group has previously been in an ownership position of an ASTC and due to financial
pressures was forced to sell the service to Blessing Health System in 2006. At that time, we paid
approximately $13,000,000 for the center and simultaneously entered into an arrangement whereby
Quincy Medical Group provides management services through a market-hased contract to operate the
center, which still exists to this day. Because Quincy Medical Group is responsible for effectively ma naging
the service, we were quite surprised as to the reasoning within the CON, which seems to suggest a self-
described breach of duty as manager of the center. As mentioned previously, Quincy Medical Group's
financial position was instrumental in the selling the first time around and when reviewing their racent
financial information outlined within the CON, it is apparent that their financiat risk is high and the further
burden of debt and leverage could resclt in failure. Failure could resuit in personal physician risk,
physicians leaving the community and/or selling out to an out of town entity therefore taking money out
of the community forever, which waould further erade the community’s safety net services. {As would the
approval of the CON as 40% will go out of the community to Unity Point based in Des Moines, lowa.)

Finaily, Quincy Medical Group has a historical track record of “cherry picking” payers, thus leaving the
health system with a {ess than adequate reimbursement mix. Approval of this CON would compound this
issue,

We laok forward to the community hearing on January 24, 2019 and the CON hearing on Mach 5, 2019
at which time | believe you will come to understand the many inaccuracies Quincy Medical Group has
documented for the record within their filing,




I respectfully ask the Health Facilities and Services Review Board to deny CON Application 18-042/Quincy
Medical Group Surgery Center.

Thank you for your consideration,

S

ard E. Kempe, MA, FACHE
Fxecutive Vice President/Chief Strategy Officer
Blessing Health System
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SERVICES REVIEW BOARD

Mrs. Courtney R Avery, Administrator

IL Health Facilities & Service Review Board
525 West Jackson, 3™ Fioor

Springfield 1L 62761

Dear Ms. Avery.
RE: Opposition to CON 18-042 Quincy Medica! Group Surgery Center in Quincy IL

As a Director for Denman Services and an employee of Blessing Health System, but
more importantly as a citizen of Adams County, | ocppose CON 18-042.

With the current outpatient surgery services housed at the Quincy Medical Group facility
not operating at capacity, | feel it would be an unnecessary duplication of services
where the resources could be used to better serve our community.

in addition, with the low unempioyment rate that we are fortunate to experience in
Adams County, | am concerned that staffing such a facility will only harm the operation
of the other quality services already available in the community. Doctors, nurses,
surgical technicians and other healthcare providers are already hard to recruit positions.
This would clearly take a toli on services.

| respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Review Board deny CON application 18-
042 requested by Quincy Medical Group, as it will be detrimental to our Quincy
community by duplicating existing services.

Sincerely,

Evonne Keppner
5328 Glencrie Dr
Quincy, Il 62305
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